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Take as trip on The Oregon Trail.  
Follow the pioneers, what can you learn about their struggle to survive? 
	Websites               Articles               Fiction Books         Non-fiction Books           Video/Multimedia                                  Standards


Websites

The Oregon Trail

http://www.isu.edu/~trinmich/Oregontrail.html
This is an introduction and a fact finder to the history of the Oregon Trail, Includes description of daily life and hardships that the pioneers encountered.

Just for Kids – Trail Kids

http://www.blm.gov/or/oregontrail/education-kids-trail.php
General information on the history of the Oregon Trail and the people who traveled it. Also includes a description of daily life and hardships of leaving family and moving west. Includes kids and teacher resources and activity pages.

Oregon Trail History Library

http://www.historicoregoncity.org/HOC/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=89&Itemid=118
Broad history of Oregon City and the Oregon trail. Has links to various timelines and facts about different groups of settlers.

Food on the Oregon Trail

http://www.oregonpioneers.com/FoodChoices.htm
This site describes the average diet of the pioneers on the Oregon Trail. It includes amounts of food, prices and different ways in which food was preserved.

Oregon Trail Guide Book

http://teacherweb.com/NJ/LandOPines/MissNapolisClass/htmlpage1.aspx
This is contains a list of food supplies that were take on the trail. 

The Oregon Trail Education Resource Guide

http://personal.my180.net/thesmiths/oregontrailrecipes.html 
This website offers a collection of recipes used during the journey on the Oregon Trail
                                                                                                                                    Back to top
	


Articles

Gottier, Daryl-Lynne. "What's For Lunch?." Hopscotch 18.6 (2007): 30. Primary Search. EBSCO. Web. 7 July 2010.

                     This article considers the differences of lunch today as compared to the early 1800’s on the trails.

 Laycock, George. "The wagon people." Boys' Life 84.12 (1994): 46. Primary Search. EBSCO. Web. 1 July 2010.

                      Looks at all the hardships faced during the pioneers movement west.

McGill, Sara Ann. "History of Oregon & the Oregon Trail." History of Oregon & the Oregon Trail (2009): 1. Primary Search. EBSCO. Web. 6 July 2010.

The Oregon Trail... A Western Frontier." Monkeyshines on America (2002): 1. Primary Search. EBSCO. Web. 28 June 2010.

                     This article talks about the span of the Oregon Trail and the experiences that the pioneers had during the Great Migration. Includes craft directions to make a covered wagon. 
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Fiction Books
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FIC GAL Galford, Ellen. The Trail West: Exploring History through Art. 

                 Presents a collection of full-color illustrated reproductions of pioneers, Indians, and wagon trains heading

                 west on the Oregon Trail.

FIC GRE Gregory, Kristiana. Across the Wide and Lonesome Prairie: the Oregon Trail Diary of Hattie Campbell. 

                                                                 In her diary, thirteen-year-old Hattie chronicles her family's arduous 1847 journey from Missouri to Oregon on the                                         
                                         Oregon Trail.

                                              FIC MAC  MacLachlin, Patricia. Sarah Plain and Tall. 

                                                   When their father invites a mail-order bride to come live with them in their prairie home, Caleb and Anna are captivated by their new mother and hope that she will stay.
                                     FIC MOS Moss, Marissa. Rachel's Journal: the Story of a Pioneer Girl. 

                                                    In her journal, Rachel chronicles her family's adventures traveling by covered wagon on the Oregon Trail in 1850

                                               FIC WOO Woodruff Elvira, and Beth Peck. Dear Levi: Letters from the Overland Trail.                       
                                                                        Twelve-year-old Austin Ives writes letters to his younger brother describing his three-thousand-mile journey 

                                                      their home in Pennsylvania to Oregon in 1851.
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 973.5  STE Stewart, Sheila. From Sea to Shining Sea: Americans Move West 1846-1860.
                                     Examines the westward expansion and Manifest Destiny, and discusses the Mexican War, Oregon Trail,

                                 Transcontinental Railroad, and conflicts with Native Americans.

                978 ISA      Isaacs, Sally Senzell. Life on the Oregon Trail. 

                              An introduction to what life was like on the Oregon Trail, describing the wagons, daily routines, food, clothing, the Native Americans encountered on the way, and dangers.

978 LAN Landau, Elaine. The Oregon Trail. 
              Westward bound -- Pulling up stakes -- Wagons ho! -- Dangers of the trail -- Arrival. Describes the experiences of pioneers

                     who set off along the Oregon Trail in the mid-nineteenth century in search of a better life in the unsettled West.
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Video / Multimedia
The Oregon Trail, by Encore. CD Rom interactive game.
Experience the life of a pioneer during the Westward Movement while traveling along the famous Oregon Trail. As the leader of your very own wagon party, you will hunt for food, tend to sicknesses, cross treacherous rivers and more throughout your 2,000 mile journey. Filled with plenty of challenging situations and advice from quirky characters, Oregon Trail 5th Edition presents a fun adventure that will test your survival skills while illustrating the real-life struggles of moving West during the 1800s.
Sarah Plain and Tall.  by Patricia MacLachlin. Hallmark Hall of Fame Films.  VHS.  98 minutes.
Please contact the Media Center for information on the above titles.                                                                                                    Back to top
	


Additional Resources
The Oregon Trail Community Foundation.  http://www.otcf.org 

	


Standards

             NJCCCS: 

                 6.1.4 A. Social Studies Skills

                           1. Explain how present events are connected to the past.


                    6.4.8 F. Expansion and Reform (1801-1861)
                           3. Explain the concept of the Manifest Destiny and its relationship to the westward movement of settlers

and territorial expansion, including the purchase of Florida (1819), the annexation of Texas (1845), the

acquisition of the Oregon Territory (1846), and territorial acquisition resulting from the Mexican War

(1846-1848).
                           9. Describe and map the continuing territorial expansion and settlement of the frontier, including the

acquisition of new territories and conflicts with Native Americans, the Louisiana Purchase, the Lewis

and Clark expedition, and the California gold rush.

                    8.1.4 A. Basic Computer Skills and Tools

                    8.1.4 B. Application of Productivity Tools

                            7. Locate specific information by searching a database

                         Problem Solving and Decision Making

                            9. Solve problems individually and/or collaboratively using computer applications.
            ALA Standards for the 21st Century Learner

3.1 Skills

                        3.1.1 Conclude an inquiry- based research process by sharing new understandings and reflecting on the learning.

                        3.1.2 Participate and collaborate as members of a social and intellectual network of learners.

                        3.1.3 Use writing and speaking skills to communicate new understandings

                                               3.1.6 Use information and technology ethically and responsibly.

                    3.2 Dispositions in Action

                       3.2.1 Demonstrate leadership and confidence by presenting ideas to others in both formal and informal situations.

                       3.2.2 Show social responsibility by participating actively with others in learning situations and by contributing questions and ideas during group discussions.

                       3.2.3 Demonstrate teamwork by working productively

                    3.3 Responsibilities

                                            3.3.1 Solicit and respect diverse perspectives while searching for information, collaborating with others, and participating as a member of the community. 

                                           3.3.2 Respect the differing interests and experiences of others, and seek a variety of viewpoints.

                    3.4 Self-Assessment Strategies

                      3.4.1 Assess the processes by which learning was achieved in order to revise strategies and learn more effectively in the future.

                      3.4.2 Assess the quality and effectiveness of the learning product. 

                                           3.4.3 Assess own ability to work with others in a group setting by evaluating varied roles, leadership, and demonstrations of respect for other viewpoints.
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